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Abstract 

In today’s day and age, the social media platforms like Facebook 
and Twitter have converted a rather conventionally one way 
‘political communication’ process into an effective and 
influential two-way communication process. This two-way 
communication process has an impact on the political 
communication phenomenon all around the world. Bearing in 
mind this aspect the researcher has attempted to explore how 
and to what extent the ‘public discourse’ matched or differed 
from the ‘political discourse’ regarding the political ‘regime 
change’ in Pakistan that took place in the first half of the April 
2022. Employing the ‘Framing’ as theoretical basis the 
researcher has attempted to determine how the ‘regime change’ 
was framed in the political and public discourse. The researcher 
has employed thematic analysis as methodological tool in this 
study to identify, analyze and interpret the meanings within the 
political and public discourse in the backdrop of the ‘regime 
change’ appeared in the Facebook pages of the top three political 
parties in Pakistan i.e. Pakistan Tehreek-E-Insaaf (PTI), 
Pakistan Muslim League- Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP). 
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Abstract 

In today’s day and age, the social media 
platforms like Facebook and Twitter have 
converted a rather conventionally one way 
‘political communication’ process into an 
effective and influential two-way communication 
process. This two-way communication process 
has an impact on the political communication 
phenomenon all around the world. Bearing in 
mind this aspect the researcher has attempted to 
explore how and to what extent the ‘public 
discourse’ matched or differed from the ‘political 
discourse’ regarding the political ‘regime change’ 
in Pakistan that took place in the first half of the 
April 2022. Employing the ‘Framing’ as 
theoretical basis the researcher has attempted to 
determine how the ‘regime change’ was framed 
in the political and public discourse. The 
researcher has employed thematic analysis as 
methodological tool in this study to identify, 
analyze and interpret the meanings within the 
political and public discourse in the backdrop of 
the ‘regime change’ appeared in the Facebook 
pages of the top three political parties in Pakistan 
i.e. Pakistan Tehreek-E-Insaaf (PTI), Pakistan 
Muslim League- Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP).  
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Introduction 

Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter have 
provided the general public with a source and media to 
express their opinion along with gaining information. In 
today’s day and age, social media have converted a 

rather conventionally one-way ‘political 
communication’ process into an effective and influential 
two-way communication process. The two-way 
communication process allows the ‘receivers’ to respond 
directly to the ‘senders’ of the political messages through 
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the same medium without conventional ‘gatekeeping’ 
processes and editorial controls. This two-way 
communication process has an impact on the political 
communication phenomenon all around the world. 
Politicians, leaders, authorities, celebrities and 
institutions have been found apologizing to the public 
for their opinions and decisions because of the response 
they get from social media users. Bearing in mind this 
aspect the researcher intends to explore how and to what 
extent the ‘public discourse’ matches or differs from the 
‘political discourse’ regarding the political ‘regime 
change’ in Pakistan that took place in the first half of 
April 2022. Employing the ‘Framing’ as a theoretical 
basis the researcher would determine how the ‘regime 
change’ has been framed in the political and public 
discourse. The researcher would employ thematic 
analysis as a methodological tool in this study to 
identify, analyze and interpret the meanings within the 
political and public discourse regarding the ‘regime 
change’ that appeared on the Facebook pages of the top 
three political parties in Pakistan i.e. Pakistan Tehreek-
E-Insaaf (PTI), Pakistan Muslim League- Nawaz (PML-
N) and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). 

In a historic political move, the joint opposition 
political parties of Pakistan under the umbrella of the 
‘Pakistan Democratic Movement’ (PDM) were able to 
overthrow the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-E-Insaaf (PTI) 
government on April 10, 2022. Consequently, the 
deposed Prime Minister Imran Khan created the 
narrative of a ‘Regime Change Conspiracy’ and called 
for an early election. Meanwhile, he was also been the 
first politician of Pakistan to set up an effective social 
media campaign for his cause by building and 
destroying public perceptions via the tools presented in 
the form of Twitter, Facebook, TikTok and YouTube. 
What started out as an internal political displacement in 
Pakistan used the aforementioned ladder of ‘USA 
Conspiracy’ to become a call for revolution by the public 
of Pakistan. At least 50% of Pakistan’s population stood 
with Imran Khan in the period of May-September 2022 
and the former premier continued to hold several 
gatherings panning far and wide across the country. One 
can deduce from these moves that the man under 
discussion knows how to build and maintain narratives 
(Khaliq, 2022). 

The whole issue of the ‘regime change’ has been the 
topic of discussion for social media users and activists 
for a long time. Both the political parties, politicians, 
BOTs, Imran Khan, PDM supporters and social media 
activists participated actively in the discussions. Both 
the ‘political discourse’ and the ‘public discourse’ have 
been produced in abundance. Social media platforms 
carried an enormous influx of public opinion during the 
whole process of regime change, and its aftermaths. 

Multiple press conferences were held by major 
politicians and ISPR to inform the public of the latest 
happenings, driving public discourse on the issue. 
Imran Khan went on the process of showing close-ups of 
his injured leg and his social media team updated the 
public on his plans and proceedings 24/7. Thus, we 
observed that the public discourse was formed largely 
for Imran Khan rather than for the people in power. 
Political discourse related to regime change has been 
clouded by closed-door dialogues and under-the-table 
deals, as expected in a third-world country with a 
foreign policy dependent on the USA and its allies. What 
the outside world knows for real is that for the first time 
in Pakistan’s history, the political setup was allowed to 
be completed and that resulted in the ending of a serving 
PM’s tenure.  

So, it is only pertinent to explore and analyse the 
political parties' narratives, and the public responses 
regarding the 'regime change' in Pakistan and to find out 
the predominant themes in the political and public 
discourse in the backdrop of the 'regime change'. It is 
also important to determine the extent to which the 
political parties' narrative is replicated and reflected in 
the public responses in the backdrop of the 'regime 
change' in Pakistan. Therefore, the following are the 
main questions of this research endeavour;  

 What are the predominant themes within the 
political and public discourse appearing in the 
Facebook pages of the PTI, PML-N and PPP in the 
backdrop of the ‘regime change’ in Pakistan 
during April 2022? 

 Which political party's narrative is more reflected 
  among the public response in the backdrop of the 

'regime change' in Pakistan?  

 
Operationalization of Key Terms 

‘Political Discourse’ 

In a generalized form discourse is the conversation in 
any form of communication. Drawing on the pioneer 
work by Michel Foucault the social theory sees the 
discourse as a process of thinking, knowledge, and 
communication that constitutes our experience about 
the outer world. This feature of the discourse controlling 
the world's perception amounts to the notion of holding 
power by controlling the discourse (Dorschel, 2021). 
Within the premises of social sciences and humanities, 
discourse is considered a formal way of thinking 
expressed through language (Ruiz, 2009). Political 
scientists closely link discourse with politics and the 
process of policy-making (van Dijk, 1997). Political 
discourse is the discourse in the form of talk and text 
produced by various political institutions, professional 
politicians, governments, and political parties at 
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regional, local, national and international levels (Kitaeva 
and Ozerova, 2019). 

In this study by ‘political discourse’ the researchers 
mean the text produced in posts on the Facebook pages 
of the PTI, PML-N and PPP from March 25, 2022, to April 
25, 2022, in the backdrop of the ‘regime change’ in 
Pakistan.   
 

‘Public Discourse’ 

Public discourse is a method or forum opted by the 
public to voice their concerns, opinions and sentiments 
regarding any concerning issues, decision-making 
processes and/or decisions around them (Maragha, 
2022).  

In this study by ‘public discourse’ the researcher 
means the verbal and non-verbal codes (text, pictures, 
caricatures, signs, symbols, animations etc.) employed in 
the public response under the posts of the Facebook 
pages of the PTI, PML-N and PPP during March 25, 2022 
to April 25, 2022 in the backdrop of the ‘regime change’ 
in Pakistan.  

 

Literature Review 

There is a plethora of research available that can be 
provided as evidence in support of the claim that social 
media as a platform has become inevitable in our daily 
personal, social and professional lives (Papacharissi, 
2015). The author argues that the term social media is 
somewhat redundant in the sense that all media are, in 
fact, by their very nature, social. The use of the term 
social media creates this impression that somehow there 
exist certain types of social media that are perhaps 
unsocial or anti-social, which of course is not the case at 
all. All media, in one manner or another, serve as a 
means of communication and therefore are social by 
default. The author also suggests that the term social 
media also puts an unnecessary emphasis on the degree 
of the sociality of each social media platform/ entity and 
prompts comparison. It is an established fact that all 
social media platforms tend to vary in how they operate 
and have a unique way of allowing users to be social 
within the confines of their digital systems. 

Probably the most compelling notion that the author 
puts forth within the paper is how even the refusal to 
participate in social media activities is a kind of a social 
statement and conscious decision on the part of an 
individual. I believe the author makes a valid point and 
the idea of moulding this journal around the concept of 
how social media exists in interaction with the evolving 
times, eras, and present and future social setups is quite 
a fresh approach, to say the least. Approaching the 
subject matter of social media through this lens would 

ultimately not only make for an interesting read within 
the journal but also create space for divergent thoughts 
and ideas to come forth through the encouragement of 
discourse and open-source information sharing between 
various experts within this niche (Papacharissi, 2015). 

The 2016 U.S. presidential elections, perhaps, offer a 
single most unique case study of how instrumental 
social media can be in political communications and in 
handling and maintaining a public presidential image. 
In their research paper, Tari and Emamzadeh(2018) 
study the interactions between CNN (apparently one of 
the biggest anti-Trump opponents out of all the U.S 
news media outlets covering the 2016 presidential 
elections) and Donald Trump (the presidential 
candidate for the Republican party) between October 7th 
and October 31 period by applying a thematic analysis 
on the content produced by either party during that 
time. Interestingly enough, a thematic analysis of CNN’s 
anti-trump coverage and Trump’s tweets revealed that 
Trump’s primary strategy was to avoid and ignore any 
or all accusations, statements, or allegations made 
against his character or his competency as a president. 
He refused to respond to CNN’s constant negative 
coverage of him, e.g. calling him out as a racist, a tax 
evader, and an unstable president of the U.S. In fact, his 
counter-attacks were never about defending himself, 
they were always aimed at pointing out the 
incompetence and incapacities of his opposing 
candidates including Hillary Clinton and even Obama. 
He publicly stated that ‘Obama Care’ was a total and 
utter failure and called out Clinton's financial dishonesty 
as a means to fight back (Tari&Emamzadeh, 2018).  

Bruns(2015) argues that even the processes of media 
production are dependent on socialization. Ultimately, 
the very nature of social media content and social media 
itself is based on sociality from consumers consuming 
content and generating discourse around that content to 
producers, directors, and actors navigating the very 
social nature of the pre-production phase. The authors 
suggest that while all media may be social, including 
telephones and radios, there are some media that are 
defined exclusively by their sociality rather than any 
other function or purpose that they may offer. This can 
ultimately be used as a reference to differentiate media 
based on the level of sociality and allow us to set apart 
social media from other social forms of social 
communication such as radio, television, and telephone.   

The author offers key structural and technological 
distinctions that can be used to differentiate the sociality 
of these vastly different communication channels. 
Firstly, the nature of the dissemination of information 
tends to vary with old and traditional media being 
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reliant on a one-to-many communication basis whereas 
modern social media is open and a free playground for 
all to come and play in, i.e. express their opinions and 
thoughts freely. This leads us to the second aspect 
whereby the idea of censorship and gatekeeping sort of 
breakdown entirely within modern-day social media 
since it is not controlled by a single entity or 
organization but is more open-source and accessible to 
everyone and anyone in the world. 

Over the past decade, social media has played an 
instrumental role not only in facilitating political 
communications between political candidates and the 
public but also in impacting political outcomes and 
voting preferences of citizens at large. In their article, 
Yang, Chen, Maity, and Ferrara (2016) shift the focus on 
how political candidates use social media to their 
advantage and argue that while much research has been 
done on how social media can sway public opinion, little 
is known about communication patterns, tactics, topics 
and strategies that politicians themselves employ to get 
the public’s favour. In order to investigate this further, 
the authors analyze how President Obama and the 
Governors of 50 States utilize social media, particularly 
Twitter (being the most powerful and popular platform 
among political candidates) as a tool. They analyze the 
tweets in the context of the agenda-setting theory and 
framing and look for distinguishing patterns in how 
Democrats and Republicans differ in their approach to 
political communication. 

The analysis of President Obama’s Twitter and the 
accounts of the 50 State governors revealed similar 
results with all of them using Twitter as an agenda-
setting tool. Another interesting trend they noticed was 
how Republican governors usually had a similar stance 
and presented a united front on various political issues. 
The same was not true for Democratic Governors who 
did not align amongst themselves on various political 
issues and had different stances. Personally, I believe 
that this is probably the most interesting insight to come 
out of this article and could ultimately provide more 
information on how internal communications between 
political parties work and how that in turn affects public 
opinion about them (Yang, et al., 2016). 

A research study entitled, “Political Persuasion on 
Social Media: Tracing Direct and Indirect Effects of 
News Use and Social Interaction”, by Diehl, Weeks, and 
Gil de Zúñiga (2016) explores how the interactive use of 
social media, whether for obtaining news or staying in 
touch with family and friends, can ultimately lead to 
political persuasion - no matter how subtle. The authors 
argue that simply engaging in social interaction with 
extended networks and seeking out news on social 
media can increase the likelihood of an individual being 
exposed to diverse political opinions, even those vastly 

different from their own existing political beliefs. The 
authors cite literature and existing studies on the subject 
matter that study how persuasion and attitude change 
occur and how people form political opinions.  
Interestingly enough, as much as people would like to 
believe otherwise, the majority of individuals tend to 
form political opinions as a direct result of a number of 
factors including the type of news they are exposed to or 
consciously/ unconsciously consume and their need for 
maintaining social connectedness.  

Probably the most interesting aspect that came to the 
forefront in these previous studies was the fact that most 
people do not even have to directly engage in political 
interactions or discussions as such - mere social 
interaction and being exposed to other people’s views 
and ideas on politics can effectively serve as a catalyst 
for inciting a political attitude change and lead to 
political persuasion. The reason why social media 
websites serve as such a great hotbed for political 
discussions and persuasion may be explained by the 
theories put forth by deliberative theorists who suggest 
that the combined elements of shared text and the 
opportunity to debate and discuss a subject matter can 
increase the chances of political persuasion occurring. 
Social media provides individuals with these exact 
ingredients - the opportunity to share thoughts and 
ideas (in text) and discuss and debate them with an 
extended social network (comments, etc).  

Another aspect that is worth mentioning here is how 
the authors mention that “individuals’ opinions and 
attitudes are contingent upon characteristics embedded 
in their social connections” (Diehl, et al., 2016). This only 
further confirms the fact that social media can have a 
direct impact on the ways in which people form political 
opinions. The authors also mention this in the context of 
regular news media and conclude that it does not even 
have to be deliberate (e.g. the use of agenda setting, and 
framing) and mere exposure to a message can influence 
attitudes. A political candidate that is being covered by 
news media in a positive light can, in fact, influence 
people’s perceptions and lead to political attitude 
change. Couple this with the power of social interactions 
on social media and that opens up a whole other 
unexplored research territory - which could reveal how 
persuasion works even better, particularly within a 
social context.   

The authors further point out how heterogeneous 
networks play a role in political persuasion. Since 
sharing and posting news is one the key ways in which 
people use social media websites, the primary 
motivation is to use this activity as a means of 
connecting with a broader social network. Ultimately, 
network heterogeneity exposes individuals to 
discussion disagreement as well as diverse opinions and 
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ideas that increase the chances of persuasion and 
existing opinions being swayed. And for that reason, 
network heterogeneity is directly linked to political 
persuasion. The extent to which an individual is 
persuaded depends on how actively they stay up to date 
with current news events and how actively they engage 
in social interactions on social media. Ultimately, 
probably the most interesting takeaway from this article 
is how non-political use of social media can lead to 
important democratic consequences. Mere exposure to 
news and varying opinions in one’s social network could 
create subtle political opinion changes that can lead to a 
different political outcome collectively over a long 
period of time (Diehl, et al., 2016). 

The findings of this reviewed literature make it 
interesting to explore and analyse the political parties' 
narratives, and the public responses regarding the 
'regime change' in Pakistan and to find out the 
predominant themes in the political and public 
discourse in the backdrop of the 'regime change'. 
Drawing on the findings of the available literature it 
seems to be relevant and important to determine the 
extent to which the political parties' narrative is 
replicated and reflected in the public responses in the 
backdrop of the 'regime change' in Pakistan. 
 

Theoretical Framework 

Framing is one of the most focused and applied 
theoretical perspectives employed by numerous 
researchers globally in the discipline of communication 
studies. This theoretical framework has been the focus of 
multidisciplinary researchers for many decades now. It 
is defined as "the process through which people 
establish a certain understanding of an issue or realign 
their thinking about an issue" (Chong and Druckman, 
2007, p. 102). The framing process contains two main 
components: selection and salience. Then, framing 
entails picking certain significant characteristics of the 
seen reality and emphasizing them during the 
communication process (Entman, 1993). Those who 
receive the message have their own distinct 
conceptualizations of issues, which are impacted by 
"frames in communication" or considerations offered by 
speech acts or written material (Chong &Druckman, 
2007). 

Every topic, including politics, may be regarded from 
a variety of angles and understood to have implications 
for numerous values or concerns. The smart use of 
framing may assist those conducting the communication 
in successfully expressing their point of view and 
argument; usually by accentuating a particular set of 

elements and angles associated with the issue at hand 
(Druckman, 2001).  

So, keeping in view the appropriateness of the framing 
theory the researchers have provided the theoretical 
underpinnings to this research endeavour from this 
theoretical perspective with a particular and exclusive 
focus on social media and its users.  
 

Research Design and Methodology 

Data Collection and Sampling 

The data has been collected from the Facebook pages of 
the selected political parties i.e. PTI, PML-N and PPP. 
Facebook page posts and public responses on the posts 
from March 25, 2022, to April 25, 2022, are the main 
population of the study. The researchers have selected 
posts related to the ‘regime change’ by employing the 
census sampling approach. There was a total of 57 posts 
available in the Facebook page of the PTI, 76 in the 
Facebook page of PML-N and 88 in the Facebook page 
of the PPP. To keep the sample size controllable, the 
researchers have selected initial 03 posts from each page 
as a sample of the study.  

This means, that to explore and analyse the ‘political 
discourse’ the total sample size is 09 posts by the admins 
of the pages. Similarly, to explore and analyse the ‘public 
response’ the researchers have selected initially 
appearing 10 responses/comments beneath each post. 
This means a total of 90 public 
posts/comments/responses have been selected as a 
sample size to explore and analyse the ‘public response’ 
regarding the ‘political discourse’ in the Facebook pages 
of the political parties in the backdrop of the ‘regime 
change’ in Pakistan. As a whole, the total sample size of 
this study is 99 posts that have been analysed to answer 
the research questions under study and to achieve the 
research objectives of this study.      
 

Data Analysis; Thematic Analysis 

To achieve the desired goals and objectives of the 
research and to answer the research questions the 
researcher has attempted to analyse the data by 
employing the Thematic Analysis as a tool. In their 
article, Clarke and Braun (2017), both leading 
proponents of thematic analysis as a method of 
qualitative research, discuss the effectiveness of 
thematic analysis as a data analysis method within 
qualitative research. The authors outline how thematic 
analysis is more of a research tool and a method of 
qualitative analysis in the sense that it relies on the 
identification of patterns and meanings from a given set 
of data by assigning codes. This methodological aspect 
of thematic analysis is what makes it different from other 
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qualitative data analyses and makes it unique in its 
approach to analysing information. Essentially, what 
thematic analysis allows researchers to do is to “generate 
codes” from a set of data and then derive a broader 
meaning from all the themes/ patterns identified. 
Therefore, by compacting data into discrete categories 
and groups, researchers can easily use these codes as a 
foundation for identifying themes. This allows 
researchers to actively study key aspects of any set of 
data in a highly efficient manner, guided by the research 
question, without just merely summarizing it. 
Oftentimes, the original research question may evolve 
entirely over time as researchers begin identifying 
themes and patterns within a coded set of qualitative 

data. In fact, the article itself mentions how this is one of 
the major strengths of this type of analysis as it allows 
researchers to approach data in a manner that is highly 
flexible as far as the research question and sample size 
are concerned. 

So, keeping in view the relevance and suitability of the 
thematic analysis as a research methodology with the 
research objectives of this study the researcher has 
employed this tool deductively. To achieve the desired 
goals and objectives of the research and to answer the 
research questions the researcher has attempted to 
analyse the data by employing thematic analysis as a 
tool. 

 

Findings and Analysis 

The following pages contain a thematic analysis of the Facebook posts of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI); 
 
Figure 1 
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#27MARCHat3PM

Live scenes from Parade Ground Islamabad.
My Pakistanis, this is the war of your freedom. This opportunity will not come again. Imran
Khan is fighting the war of you and all of us.

Now we have to come out for the sake of Pakistan, for the sake of our children.
#27MARCHat3PM

& Hide Translation • Rate this translation
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Table 1 

Predominant Themes Codes Who is involved? (Character) Critical/ Supportive/Neutral Codes 

Politics (PTI, Imran 
Khan, Political 
Gathering).  

Imran 
Khan, 
Pakistan, 
27th 
March at 
3 PM, 
Parade 
Ground 

Imran Khan (leader of the 
political party PTI)  

Supportive (Justifying). Imran Khan is 
fighting, War 
for your 
freedom, For 
the sake of 
Pakistan, For 
the sake of our 
children, 
Opportunity.   

 

Interpretation; This PTI Facebook video post contains an 
update, “Live scenes from Parade Ground”, provides 
further background context, “Imran Khan is fighting the 
war for you and all of us”, and ends with an encouraging 
call to action, “Now we have to come out for the sake of 
Pakistan, for the sake of our children”. The predominant 
themes in this post, therefore, are those of “Politics” and 
“Political Gathering” and essentially relate to Imran 
Khan and his party PTI calling all Pakistanis to join in a 
Power Show demonstration arranged at “Parade 
Ground” in Islamabad. Several codes in the post support 

these themes such as “Imran Khan”, 
“#27thMarchat3PM”, and “Parade Ground”. Overall, 
the post contains a supportive (justifying) viewpoint 
with words like, “Imran Khan is fighting”, “War of your 
freedom”, “For the sake of Pakistan”, “For the sake of 
our children” and “Opportunity will not come again” 
being repeated. From these codes contained within the 
post, it can be concluded that PTI is encouraging its 
followers and supporters to join in on the Power Show 
demonstrations led by the political party near the 
designated location (i.e., Parade Ground, Islamabad). 

 

Comments 

Figure 2 
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Mishel Khan
Thanks to pmik: EHSAS Universal Health Cards, EHSAS Program No One Sleeps,
EHSAS Shelter Homes EHSAS Rations, EHSAS No One Sleeps Hungry.
#BehindYouSkipper
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w

Mishel Khan
Greatest leader of Pakistan after Quaid Azam Masha Allah. Great lover of the
country, truthful and trustworthy leader of Pakistan. #BehindYouSkipper
#PMIK_VoiceOf Muslims
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w

Ajaz Khan Niazi
I didn't fight this battle for myself.
I will sit you on the throne and walk away..

Mentor# 5

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w Edited

1 Reply

Mishel Khan
Thank you PMIK record exports, record deliveries, record NAB recovery, record
foreign investment, record economic agricultural development.
#BehindYouSkipper
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w ©

o

Mishel Khan
The nation has recognized the corrupt system and its beneficiaries in every
institution and the country stands with Prime Minister Imran Khan against looters.
Khan raised voice against Islamophobia, Khan raised voice for Kashmir, Khan said
#AbsolutelyNot, Khan Pakistan made independent, Khan got success
internationally.

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w Edited

Asad A. Akhunzada
cherry blossom &
Like Reply 40w

Cherry blossom . hahaha. 03
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w
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Table 2 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Gratitude,  
Politics (PTI, 
Imran Khan),  
Religion.  

Thanks to PMIK, 
#BehindYouSkipper, the 
Greatest Leader of Pakistan, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
against Looters, Cherry 
Blossom (a reference to the 
PMLN), Truthful Leader of 
Pakistan,  
Oh, You Who Have 
Believed.  

Imran Khan (leader 
of the political 
party PTI)  

Supportive 
(Favourable, 
Appreciative). 

Thanks to PMIK, the 
Greatest leader of 
Pakistan after Quid-
e-Azam, a Truthful, 
Trustworthy Leader 
of Pakistan, 
#BehindYouSkipper, 
PMIK against 
Looters, Imran Khan 
got success 
internationally, 
Restoration of IT/ 
construction/ textile.  

 

Interpretation; The first ten comments underneath this 
post contain the predominant themes of “Gratitude”, 
“Politics (PTI Leader Imran Khan), and “Religion”. 
These themes are further justified by the codes that are 
present within the written text of these comments. These 
codes include words like, “Thanks to PMIK”, 
“#BehindYouSkipper”, “Greatest Leader of Pakistan”, 
“Prime Minister Imran Khan Against looters”, “Cherry 
Blossom (a reference to PMLN)”, “Truthful Leader of 
Pakistan”, “Oh You Who Have Believed (a translation of 
a verse)”. Overall, the tone of these comments is largely 

supportive with words used in favor and appreciation of 
PTI leader Imran Khan. Even though no direct mentions 
of the Power Show are made as such, it can be concluded 
that these commentators approved of it. This supportive 
stance was confirmed by the codes “Thanks to PMIK”, 
“Greatest leader of Pakistan after Quid-e-Azam”, 
“Truthful”, “Trustworthy Leader of Pakistan”, 
“#BehindYouSkipper”, “PMIK against Looters (a 
reference to PMLN)”, “Imran Khan got success 
internationally”, and “Restoration of IT/ construction/ 
textile”.

 

 

9

©

Mishel Khan
Thanks PMIK, Restoration of IT Industry! Restoration of the construction industry!
Restoration of the textile industry! Record economic / economic agricultural
development. #BehindYouSkipper

oLike Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w w

Ghufran Sherazi
O you who have believed, do not ridicule a nation of another nation, perhaps we
are better than them and do not forget one of those who forget, perhaps they are
better than them. And whoever does not repent, your followers are the
wrongdoers (11)

Translation of the treasure of faith
O believers, do not laugh at men. It is not strange that they are better than those
who laugh, nor women are far from women that they are better then those who
laugh. And do not mock each other and do not call each other bad names. How
bad is that? The name is to be called unfaithful after being a Muslim, and those
who do not repent are the oppressors.
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w

Muhammad Saad
I don't know what good deed we have done that we have got a Prime Minister like
Imran Khan
May Allah keep my captain safe.

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 40w



Political and Public Discourse in the backdrop of 'Regime Change' in Pakistan (2022): A Thematic Analysis of the 
Facebook pages of PTI, PML-N and PPP 

 

Vol. IX, No. I (Winter 2024)            9 | P a g e  

 

 

Figure 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 3 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ Supportive/ 
Neutral 

Codes 

Politics 
(PMLN, 
Shahbaz 
Sharif) 

Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, 
#CherryBlossom, 
Shahbaz Sharif 

Imran Khan (leader of the 
political party PTI) and 
Shahbaz Sharif (leader of 
PMLN political party)  

Critical (Satirical, Abusive).  #CherryBlossom 

 

Interpretation; This PTI Facebook video post contains a 
caption about Prime Minister Imran Khan’s, “interesting 
comment on Shahbaz Sharif” and a hashtag that reads 
“Cherry Blossom”. This video post has the predominant 
theme of politics, more closely associated with the tussle 
between the two political parties, i.e. PTI and PMLN. 
Essentially, the video (containing the speech made by 
Prime Minster Imran Khan) and the caption are both jabs 
at the opposing political party PMLN, and its president 
Shahbaz Sharif. This is further evident from the codes 
contained within the caption of the post itself which 
include words like, “Prime Minister Imran Khan”, 

“#CherryBlossom”, and “Shahbaz Sharif”. Additionally, 
the overall tone of the post is critical with strong satirical 
and abusive undertones. The use of the word and the 
hashtag, “Cherry Blossom”, is a satirical attempt by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan to imply that PMLN leader 
Shahbaz Sharif is essentially a puppet or a slave to the 
Western powers with no substantial stance of his own as 
a political figure. For context, Cherry Blossom is the 
name of a famous shoe polish brand widely used in 
Pakistan. The implications are tied in with the subject of 
the insult being referred to as a bootlicker or someone 
with the tenancy to be an apple-polish.

 
 

 

 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-lnsaf ©
March 25 • &

#CherryBlossom
: .4 ■— v*U*"

Prime Minister Imran Khan's interesting comment on Shahbaz Sharif.
#CherryBlossom

Hide Translation • Rate this translation
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Comments 

Figure 4 
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Mishel Khan
The nation has recognized the corrupt system and its beneficiaries in every
institution and the country stands with Prime Minister Imran Khan against looters.
Khan raised voice against Islamophobia, Khan raised voice for Kashmir, Khan said
#AbsolutelyNot, Khan Pakistan made independent, Khan got success
internationally.

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w Edited

Mishel Khan
Thanks to pmik: EHSAS Universal Health Cards, EHSAS Program No One Sleeps,
EHSAS Shelter Homes EHSAS Rations, EHSAS No One Sleeps Hungry.
#BehindYouSkipper
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Mishel Khan
Thanks PMIK, Restoration of IT Industry! Restoration of the construction industry!
Restoration of the textile industry! Record economic / economic agricultural
development. #BehindYouSkipper
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w ®
Mishel Khan
Greatest leader of Pakistan after Quaid Azam Masha Allah. Great lover of the
country, truthful and trustworthy leader of Pakistan. #BehindYouSkipper
#PMIK_VoiceOf Muslims
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Mishel Khan
Thank you PMIK record exports, record deliveries, record NAB recovery, record
foreign investment, record economic agricultural development.
#BehindYouSkipper
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Cherry blossom . hahaha. 03
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Ajaz Khan Niazi
I didn't fight this battle for myself.
I will sit you on the throne and walk away..

Mentor# 005
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w Edited

1 Reply

Asad A. Akhunzada
cherry blossom
Like Reply 33w

A B Khan
Today I saw a picture that Shahbaz Sharif Sahib, who used to drag Zardari on the
streets, was standing with an umbrella over Bilawal. Then I understood that if this
is not change, then what else is it?
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

1Reply

Jamshed Nawaz
Sharif family's assets are in Europe, if they don't lick their feet, what else can they
do
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w
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Table 4 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (Imran 
Khan, PMLN, 
Shahbaz Sharif).  

Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, 
#CherryBlossom, 
Shahbaz Sharif 
Sahib, Zardari, 
Bilawal, Sharif 
Family, Corrupt 
System, 
#BehindYouSkipper, 
Looters, PMIK,  

Imran Khan (leader 
of the political party 
PTI) and Shahbaz 
Sharif (leader of 
PMLN political 
party)  

Supportive 
(Favourable/ 
Appreciative)  

Country stands with 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Khan raised voice 
for Kashmir, Khan said 
#AbsolutelyNot, Thanks 
to pmik, Greatest leader 
of Pakistan, Truthful and 
Trustworthy Leader, 
Cherry Blossoms 
hahaha, Cherry 

Blossom👌🤣.  

 

Interpretation; The discussion underneath this 
particular post has the predominant theme of politics 
with words like “Prime Minister Imran Khan”, 
“#CherryBlossom”, “Shahbaz Sharif Sahib”, “Zardari”, 
“Bilawal”, “Sharif Family”, “Corrupt System”, 
“#BehindYouSkipper”, “Looters”, “PMIK” being used 
the most often. The overall tone of these comments is 
supportive and in favour of PTI and Imran Khan. This is 
evident from textual codes like “Country stands with 
Prime Minister Imran Khan”, “Khan raised voice for 
Kashmir”, “Khan said #AbsolutelyNot”, “Thanks to 
pmik”, “Greatest leader of Pakistan”, and “Truthful and 

Trustworthy Leader”. Additionally, this support is 
further evident from the way the commentators re-use 
the satirical hashtag #CherryBlossom (used by the PTI 
social media team) in the comment section as well 
alongside laughing emojis. In fact, one comment goes as 
far as to state “Sharif family’s assets are in Europe, if they 
don’t lick their feet, what else can they do”. Therefore, it 
can be concluded that generally, PTI Facebook Page’s 
followers agree with PM Imran Khan’s comments on 
PMLN and their leader Shahbaz Sharif and generally 
share similar sentiments. 

 
Figure 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-lnsaf O
March 25 .

#CorneredTigers
/_ y y~~ f'ÿzÿy 1> y y* - * c's

This enthusiasm of the people is enough to send a clear message to the whole world that
#Captain_will_win

#CorneredTigers

■0 Hide Translation ■ Rate this translation

OO 8.6K 212 Comments 713 Shares
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Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (PTI), 
Political Gathering 
(at Mansehra) 

#CaptainWillWin, 
#CornoredTigers.  

N/A Neutral (Slant) Enthusiasm of people, 
Enough to send a 
message to the world 
that #CaptainWillWin 

 

Interpretation; this post contains a general statement, 
“The enthusiasm of people is enough to send a clear 
message to the world” and a prediction/ opinion that 
“#Captin_Will_Win”. This caption is posted alongside 
video footage of PTI supporters chanting their support 
at a political gathering at Mansehra. The theme of the 
post relates to politics and political gathering (at 
Mansehra) as it contains content on the political party 
PTI and refers to the enthusiasm of its supporters at this 
said political gathering. Overall, the tone of the post and 

the caption are neutral with slant undertones as the 
statements made are mere opinions and can be 
interpreted as biased judgments. Codes like “enough to 
send a message to the world”, “#CaptainWillWin”, and 
“#CornoredTigers” are further justification of this rather 
opinionated and biased approach to political 
communication. This could also be an attempt at 
framing the narrative in favour of PTI for the mass 
audience reading PTI’s Facebook Post and gathering 
more support.

 

Comments 

Figure 6 

 

 

 

Akmal Gardezi
I have been ordered to call for prayer, there is no god but Allah.
Being a Muslim, being a human being....
It is our duty to support the truth.
And the highest level of faith is that you openly support the truth, because there
comes a stage when if you do not support the truth openly, you will be destined
to live in backwardness and humiliation for a long time.
People...
Come out and support the truth freely, support Imran Khan openly.
Reach Islamabad, stand with Imran Khan.
Stand up against thieves and traitors...
Otherwise you will be guilty of yourself and your generations future.
There is inflation all over the world due to pandemic and various reasons, in this
inflation it is difficult to travel and stand together selflessly and go to Islamabad,
but after every difficulty there is ease.
Only if you support the truth, falsehood will be defeated.
Everyone make sure to participate.

(Command to do good and not to deny)
Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Mishel Khan
Prime Minister Imran Khan is not blamed for international inflation and high prices,
but Corona virus epidemic, Afghanistan crisis, Ukraine crisis. Cause the wind all
over the world. Khan fought every difficulty very well. But was appreciated
worldwide. #BehindYouSkipper

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Mohammed Sadiq
One of the most honest hard working leader, fighting for the good of Pakistan and
it's people.

Like Reply 33w

Sardar Zawar Kashmiri
Imran Khan is the only last hope who is well-wisher of Pakistan and Pakistani
people.

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

2 Replies

Abdul Ghaffar
The most honest and loyal Prime minister in history of Pakistan. He is working day
night to make Pakistan a prosperous country. May Allah help him in his every
mission Ameen.

Like Reply 33w
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Table 6 

Predominant Themes Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (PTI, Imran 
Khan, Noon League),  
Religion. 

Noon League, Stand with 
Imran Khan, 
#BehindYouSkipper, 
Honest hard-working 
leader, Imran Khan, Honest 
Prime Minister, Nawaz and 
Zardari’s Children, PTI,  
Prayer, Allah, Faith, Ameen, 
Allah is with PTI, Haq 
always wins,  

Imran Khan  Supportive (Favourable, 
Appreciative) + Critical 
(Negative, Abuse) 

Stand with Imran Khan, 
Stand up against thieves 
and traitors, 
#BehindYouSkipper, 
Honest hard-working 
leader, Fighting for the 
good of Pakistan, Imran 
Khan is the only last 
hope, Honest and Loyal 
Prime Minister, Allah is 
with PTI, Cry Imran Cry, 
Go Imran Go.  

 

Interpretation; The comments under this particular post 
relate to two broad themes including politics and 
religion - both in the context of PTI. Codes like “Noon 

League”, “Stand with Imran Khan”, 
“#BehindYouSkipper”, “Honest hard-working leader”, 
“Imran Khan”, “Honest Prime Minister”, “Nawaz and 

Khurram Shahzad
A heir asked the Maulvi Sahib the problem that he had bought a goat for sacrifice.
At night their son had sex with a goat, will it be justified to sacrifice this goat now?

Maulvi Sahib clearly denied that the sacrifice of this goat is not permissible.
Mirasi quietly left there thinking something

After a few days, Maulvi Sahib met this heir again on the way. He asked what did
you do with the sacrifice?
Mirasi told that he has bought a new goat.
Maulvi: So what about the goat with "A.G.
Mirasi: Just what should I tell you Maulvi Sahib, we have kept this goat for the
same purpose now.

People’s Party and Noon League have also hired Maulana Fazlur Rehman for the
same purpose • •

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Sajid Saeed
Cry Imran Cry Go Imran Go

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

1Reply

XI Khalda Ebrahirn
If Allah wills .. Haq always wins... Allah is with PTI and the public

oLike Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Xeeshan Khan
Maulana Sahib has come to court for the first time in his 70 years of life.
Not for the drone
Not for afia
Not for the Red Mosque
No to martial law.
Not for Swat
Not for Karachi
No for Waziristan
Not for inside Sindh
Not for Balochistan
Not for the lawyers
Not for Kashmir
Not for Afghanistan.
Rather
When he came, it was just for the future of Nawaz and Zardari's children

Like Reply See Original (Urdu) 33w

Syed Wajid Hussain Shah
The last rites of Khan Sahib's departure are being paid.

4* 2

Like Reply See Original (Urdu)

3 Replies
33w O
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Zardari’s Children”, “PTI”, “Prayer”, “Allah”, “Faith”, 
“Ameen”, “Allah is with PTI”, and “Haq always wins” 
are used that support these themes. The overall tone of 
these comments is varied. Most comments are 
supportive (favourable/ appreciative) with codes like 
“Stand with Imran Khan”, “Stand up against thieves and 
traitors”, “#BehindYouSkipper”, “Honest hard-working 
leader”, “Fighting for the good of Pakistan”, “Imran 
Khan is the only last hope”, “Honest and Loyal Prime 
Minister”, “Allah is with PTI”, others are rather critical 

(negative/ abuse) in nature with codes like “Cry Imran 
Cry”, and “Go Imran Go”. Overall, the post has a mixed 
set of both positive and negative comments with the 
majority of the commentators showing their support for 
PTI and showing faith in their ability to “win” as a 
political party despite the setbacks. 

The following pages contain a thematic analysis of the 
Facebook posts of Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N);

 
 
Figure 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 7 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 

Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics, Meeting ‘Qaumi Assembly’, 

‘Ijlaas’, 

‘Parliament’ 

Shahbaz Shareef Supportive ‘Quaid Hazb’ 

 
Interpretation; Posted on the 25th of March, this post was 
uploaded on Pakistan Muslim League’s (PMLN) official 
Facebook page. The post informs about the presence of 

Shahbaz Shareef at an Assembly Meeting at the 
Parliament. Attached with it is a video of Shahbaz 
Shareef entering the Parliament for the meeting.  
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Comments 

Figure 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 8 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics, 
Character 
Assassination, 
Mocking 

‘Corrupt tola’, 
‘TopiBaaz’, 
‘Firaun’, 
‘Kamarmaidard’, 
‘NAB’, ‘Shaitaan’, 
‘Chor’ 

Shahbaz Shareef, 
Imran Khan 

Critical (Negative, 
Taunting, Sarcastic) 

‘Hawa nikal jaati hai’, 
‘Shukar hai mere quaid’, 
‘Corruptolay say 
chutkara’ 

Like Reply See Translation 41w

Muhammad Aamir

-4 u*'ifs* Y
—*z— if r* —
- * 4. £> *

J
'Cÿ i_f-U 'ÿ.vj 7 .— •

Like Reply See Translation 41w Edited

Muhammad Asif
Trying to copy someone...

Like Reply 41w

rJF J Abdullah Sam

-. .1* el_ I* rt

*7— V** &&L -J"u' IS

l'*’ >yl I 4-r“ i!--J e.- J --J«i T72 * jtJts

:Jÿ

Like Reply See Translation 41w

Asif Sheikh
cheap sb aa gaye shetaan ke madad ko... chalay Imran Niazi ko tanha nahi chora
ja sakta
Like Reply See Translation 41w
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Interpretation: The comment section for this post is 
majorly negative. Almost all the comments are filled 
with accusations, demeaning phrases, and mockery. The 
major theme among the comments is that of support for 
Imran Khan and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI). Hence, 
all the comments are in opposition to PMLN and 
Shahbaz Shareef. A few days before this post Shahbaz 

Shareef did not attend a meeting which he had with the 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) due to alleged 
back pain. Some of the comments have called this out by 
mocking his claims of back pain and instead claiming 
that the reason he missed the meeting was because he 
feared appearing in front of the bureau.

 
Figure 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 9 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Accusatory, 
Defaming, 
Leading to 
change 

‘Corruption ka captain’, 
‘Nalaiqhukumraan’ 

Imran Khan Negative ‘Mehngayikatoofaan’ 

 
Interpretation: This is the second post published on 25th 
March by PMLN’s Facebook page. It is a picture along 
with the caption, ‘MehngayiMukao March’. The post 
states PMLN’s intentions of conducting a long march 
against the rising inflation and poor governance in the 
country. It is intended to rouse the supporters of PMLN 
to come out and support their party by participating in 

the long march. The post itself is negative in the sense 
that it criticizes PTI’s government and specifically calls 
out Imran Khan as well. Khan is given derogatory terms 
such as ‘nalaiq’ and accused of being corrupt, which 
further highlights the post’s agenda to rouse hate against 
Imran Khan and PTI.
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Comments 

Figure 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 10 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Negative, 
Accountability, 
Maligning 

‘Inquiry shuru hui 
tohShahbazko cancer 
hogaya’, ‘Awaambahir 
niklay’, ‘2022 mai choro 
say azaadi le’ 

Imran Khan, Shahbaz 
Shareef 

Neutral (both 
Supportive & Critical) 

‘Azmaayehuaychor’, 
‘Choraurdaako’, ‘Imran 
kay saath’, ‘Khan 
kihukoomatbachnahisakti’ 

r —•»-V -

Muhammad Waheed Sarwar
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Like Reply See Translation 41w

Kamran Mir
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Like Reply See Translation 41w
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Like Reply See Translation 41v/
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Like Reply See Translation 40w
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Interpretation: This comment section is more mixed in 
terms of support and criticism. A few comments are in 
support of the long march and PMLN’s agenda while 
other comments are those which are in support of PTI 

and Imran Khan. There are many comments stating 
derogatory terms such as ‘chor’ and ‘daako’ in the 
context of PMLN. 

 
Figure 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 11 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 

Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics, Protest ‘Jalsa’, 
‘MehngayiMukao 
March, 

Maryam Nawaz, 
Hamza Shahbaz 

Critical ‘MehngayiMukao 
March’, ‘Satayi hui 
awaam’ 

 
Interpretation: This entry was published on the Pakistan 
Muslim League’s (PMLN) official Facebook page on 
March 26. The post is critical as it shows that PMLN 
opposes Imran Khan’s policies, which according to them 
promote inflation, unemployment and economic 

instability. This post informs that they are calling 
everyone to participate in their march for the sake of 
inflation. It states that now is the moment to support 
farmers, get rid of unemployment and for the liberation 
of Kashmir.
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Comments 

Figure 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Table 12 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Opposition, 
Dismissive, 
Accusatory 

‘rehamkaro’, ‘chor’, 
‘aapkibaatomainahi 
ayenge’ 

Maryam Nawaz, 
Hamza Shahbaz 

Critical (for PMLN) 
Positive (for PTI) 

‘Leaders kay 
haathozaleelhorahayhai’, 
‘Besharam’, 
‘Baatilaurhaq’, ‘Khan 
kimaqbooliyat’ 

 
Interpretation: Only 2 of the 10 comments here are in 
favour of PMLN. The rest are mostly critical and almost 
all of them also mention Imran Khan & PTI in a positive 
light. One user states, “Imran Khan the one-man Army”, 
while another sarcastically comments that the long 

march is being held by PMLN to “ensure a better future” 
for the sons of Shahbaz Shareef & Asif Ali Zardari. The 
two positive comments are “Good leader” & “A great 
leader of Pakistan”, clearly in reference to the subjects 
involved, Maryam Nawaz & Hamza Shahbaz. Overall, 
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the dominant theme of this comment section is of 
criticism & angst that people feel about being done  

wrong by the subjects involved.  

The following pages contain a thematic analysis of the 
Facebook posts of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP);

 
Figure 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Table 13 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (PDM, 
PPPP) 

Chairman PPP Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari 
Opposition Leaders, 
Parliament House 

Chairman PPP Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari 
Prime Minister Pakistan 
Shehbaz Sharif 

Neutral (Mixed) 
 

 
--- 

 
Interpretation; This post contains a shared live stream of 
the conversation between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
with Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and other opposition 

leaders, with the press that took place in front of the 
Parliament House.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari was ve.
25 March • id
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Comments 

Table 14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 14 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (Support for 
Bilawal Bhutto) 

Next Prime Minister, Jiye 
Bhutto,  

Bilawal Bhutto Supportive 
(favourable) 

Next PM, 
Jiye Bhutto  

 

Interpretation; So, keeping in mind the codes/themes 
available in the comments of the post, it can be 
concluded that the responses have ‘Support for Bilawal 
Bhutto’ and ‘Negative criticism of Shehbaz Sharif’, and 
‘Hate for Imran Khan’ as three predominant themes in 
them as they contain words like; ‘Next PM Bilawal 
Bhutto’, ‘Liar’, ‘Wishing death’, ‘Go to Balochistan’, 

‘damnation’, ‘Go away’, ‘Run away Niazi’, and ‘Long 
live Bilawal’. The responses are about Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari, Imran Khan, and Shehbaz Sharif and the text of 
the responses contains a Critical (negative, satirical, 
cynical, and abusive) and Supportive (Favouring) angle 
with words like ‘Go’, ‘Run’, ‘Long Live’ and ‘Liar’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazhar Ali Zardari 19 1SA7
MASHA.ALLAH Next PM Sb inshallah Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Sb

* n

*1 r..- —

Like Reply J1 w

Faheem Soamra 2:45
Imran fcehta hai medina ki riyasataar fcehta hai NIRO nahn Donga.Jhcct bhe bc-lta
hai aur ab khud NRO maang raha hai

Like Reply 31 w

Maehar Ali Zardarii e> 1E-:56
■■■ <-£J

Like Reply 31 w

Muhammad Karam .20:4-7- ..I - 1i-ÿ _* liv£j-- —- —' - "--

Like Reply 31 w

Khalid Mushfaq BhatU 3:10
Let the business of the Sts'
Like Reply 31 w

€> O 13:49
"" '-a-: _ÿ

Like Reply 31 w

Meer Sadam Balhrc V .Jr O

• ■= rUi J-J

3:53

j JL? jb-

Jeay Bilavval Bhutto Zardari

Like Reply 31 w

<> jub ijLs_i lb* =LL?
Like Reply 31 w

Nadar Khan V 3:23
i_S Lg_ LSJLIJ MÿJ o

Like Reply 31 w
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Figure 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 15 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? (Character) Critical/ 
Supportive/Neutral 

Codes 

Politic (PDM, PPPP) Chairman PPP Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari 
Opposition Leaders, 
Parliament House 

Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari 
Prime Minister Pakistan 
Shehbaz Sharif 

Neutral (Mixed) 
 

 
--- 

 

Interpretation; This post contains a shared live stream of 
the conversation between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
with Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and other opposition 

leaders, with the press that took place in front of the 
Parliament House.  

 

Comments 

Figure 16 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari was live.
2S March •
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'tB Syed Osama Karim 0 1230
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Like Reply 31 w
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Table 16 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 
Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (Support 
for Bilawal Bhutto 
/ PPPP) 
Politics (Support 
for Shehbaz Sharif) 
Politics (Support 
for Imran Khan / 
PTI) 
Politics (Anti-
PMLN / Shehbaz 
Sharif) 
Politics (Anti- 
Imran Khan) 

JieoBilawal air Rafque 
Ahmed, Great speech 
Chairman Sahab, Jiye 
Bhutto jiyebilawal 
Jeetaapkihogee 
Today was the day 
Imran Khan led us to a 
1992 world cup 
victory, PTI zindabad 
Involvement of big 
hands, speaker must 
follow constitutional 
law, opposition 
chorchor 
Ya Allah hume Imran 
bhikari se bacha, 
yahoodi se bacha le 

Bilawal Bhutto 
Shehbaz Sharif 
Imran Khan 
Shehbaz Sharif 
Imran Khan 

Supportive 
(favourable) 
Supportive 
(favourable) 
Supportive 
(favourable) 
Critical (negative, 
abusive) 
Critical (negative) 

JiyeBilawal 
Bhutto, Great 
speech, PPP, PPP 
zindabad 
Jeetaapkihogee 
Led us to world 
cup victory 
Involvement of 
big hands, 
speaker must 
follow 
constitutional 
law, opposition 
chorchor 
Bhikari, Yahoodi 

 

Interpretation; So, keeping in mind the codes/themes 
available in the comments of the post, it can be 
concluded that the responses have ‘Support for Bilawal 
Bhutto’, ‘Support for Shehbaz Sharif’, ‘Support for Imran 
Khan’, ‘Hate for Imran Khan’, and ‘Negative criticism on 
Shehbaz Sharif’, as the five predominant themes in them 
as they contain words like; ‘Imran Khan led us to 1992 

world cup victory’, ‘Bhikari’, ‘Yahoodi, ‘Involvement of 
big hands’, and ‘Long live Bilawal’. The responses are 
about Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Imran Khan, and Shehbaz 
Sharif and the text of the responses contains a Critical 
(negative and abusive) and Supportive (Favoring) angle 
with words like ‘chorchor, ‘Yahoodi, ‘Long Live’ and 
‘Bhikari. 

 

Figure 17 
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Table 17 

Predominant 
Themes 

Codes Who is involved? (Character) Critical/ 

Supportive/ 

Neutral 

Codes 

Politic (PPPP, PMLN) Image Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, 

Asif Ali Zardari, Shehbaz Sharif 

Neutral (Mixed) 

 

--- 

 

Interpretation; This post contains an image of Asif Ali Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari arriving at Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s residence.   
 

Comments 

Figure 18 
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Arshad Hussain Qureshi
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Like Reply 31 w

Top Ian

Shaukat Babar

* *Like Reply 31 w

Fazal Buneri

Like Reply 31 *v
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Shaukat Babar

Like Reply 31 w

V Top tan
Shaukat Babar

Like Reply 31 w
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Table 18 

Predominant Themes Codes Who is involved? 
(Character) 

Critical/ 

Supportive/ Neutral 

Codes 

Politics (Support for 
Bilawal Bhutto / 
PPPP) 

Politics (Anti-PPPP / 
Bilawal Bhutto) 

Politics (Support for 
Maryam Nawaz) 

Excellent, thumbs up 
sticker, heart emojis, 
victory sign emojis and 
thumbs up emojis 

Bilawal wo begairat ha k 
jis party ne is 
kimaakitasweerainjahazo 
se phenki in ki gaud me 
bethkrkhatoon e awal k 
mutaliqbakwaskrraha ha 
Image 

Bilawal Bhutto, 
Shehbaz Sharif 

Bilawal Bhutto 

Maryam Nawaz 

Supportive 
(favourable) 

Critical (satirical, 
abusive) 

Critical (favourable) 

Emojis 

Negative 
image 

Image 

 

Interpretation; So, keeping in mind the codes/themes 
available in the comments of the post, it can be 
concluded that the responses have ‘Support for Bilawal 
Bhutto and Zardari’, ‘Negative criticism on Bilawal’, and 
‘Support for Maryam Nawaz’ as three predominant 
themes in them as they contain words like; ‘Excellent, 
Positive emojis’, and ‘Images’. The responses are about 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Zardari, and Maryam Nawaz 
and the text of the responses contains a Critical (satirical 
and abusive) and Supportive (Favouring) angle in them.  
 

Conclusion 

At the outset of this study, the researcher devised two 
research questions; What are the predominant themes 
within the political and public discourse appearing in 
the Facebook pages of the PTI, PML-N and PPP 
regarding the ‘regime change’ in Pakistan during April 
2022? And, which political party's narrative is more 
reflected in the public response regarding the 'regime 
change' in Pakistan? Along with these research 
questions, the researchers set the following objectives for 
the study; to explore and analyse the political parties' 
narratives regarding the 'regime change' in Pakistan, to 
explore and analyse the public response regarding the 
'regime change' in Pakistan, to find out the predominant 
themes in the political and public discourse regarding 
the 'regime change' in Pakistan, to describe which 
political party's narrative is more reflected among the 
public response regarding the 'regime change' in 
Pakistan, and to determine the extent to which the 
political parties’ narrative is replicated and reflected in 
the public response regarding the 'regime change' in 
Pakistan.  

The findings of this study entirely support the findings 
of the available literature that social media platforms 
have become exponentially significant sources for 

spreading political narratives in today's world. 
Politicians and activists in the countries from North to 
South take to social media to share their opinions, 
agendas, manifestos, ideologies and narratives. 
However, the target audience contrary to the 
conventional media consumers is not only the passive 
receivers rather they are active respondents. The social 
media respondents have their own say and they develop 
their own responses and narratives. The findings of this 
study show the same case in the Pakistani context. 

However, there is an interesting result of this study as 
far as the ‘political narrative’ propagated through PTI 
pages is concerned the ‘public response’ has 
overwhelmingly supported it. There is hardly any 
instance where the researcher can claim that the PTI’s 
‘political narrative’ has been opposed and/or 
challenged by the ‘public response’. For instance, the PTI 
page posts contained ‘political narrative’ in terms of 
themes such as; Imran Khan is fighting, War for your 
freedom, For the sake of Pakistan, For the sake of our 
children, Hope, Country stands with Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, #AbsolutelyNot, enough to send a message 
to the world that #CaptainWillWin etc. The PTI’s 
‘political narrative’ has been found to be reflected and 
manifolded in the ‘public response’ in themes such as; 
Thanks to PMIK, Greatest leader of Pakistan after Quid-
e-Azam, Truthful, Trustworthy Leader of Pakistan, 
#BehindYouSkipper, PMIK against Looters, Imran Khan 
got success internationally, Restoration of IT/ 
construction/ textile, Stand with Imran Khan, Stand up 
against thieves and traitors, “Truth will win 
In’Sh’Allah”, “truth”, “self-reliant”, “independent”, 
“proud”, “good work”, “hope”, “truth & honesty”, 
“fearless”, “great leader”, and “support you till death”, 
“my leader”, “proud”, “Imran Khan wins”, “truthful, 
honest”, and “great leader”, Great Determination, 
Pakistan needs you, “#BehindYouSkipper”, 
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“#IStandWithImranKhan”, “27th March”, “PTI 
Government”, “#PMIK_VoiceofMuslims”.  

In the case of the ‘political narrative’ propagated 
through the PML-N Facebook page the predominant 
themes included words/codes such as; ‘Quaid Hazb’, 
(positive for MianShehbaz Sharif), ‘Corruption ka 
captain’, ‘Nalaiqhukumraan’, ‘MehngayiMukao March’, 
‘Satayi hui awaam’ (Accusatory and Defaming for the 
then PM Mr Imran Khan). However, the ‘public 
response’ is entirely opposite to the ‘political narrative’ 
that appeared on the PML-N Facebook page. The ‘public 
response’ included maligning, abusive, and 
condemning themes including words/codes such as; 
‘Hawanikaljaatihai’, ‘Shukarhai mere quaid’, 
‘Corruptolay say chutkara’, ‘Corrupt tola’, ‘TopiBaaz’, 
‘Firaun’, ‘Kamarmaidard’, ‘NAB’, ‘Shaitaan’, ‘Chor’ 
(Political character assassination, Mocking, Negative, 
Taunting, Sarcastic). ‘Azmaayehuaychor’, 
‘Choraurdaako’ (Negative, Accountability, Maligning). 
‘Leaders kay haathozaleelhorahayhai’, ‘Besharam’, 
‘Baatilaurhaq’, ‘Khan kimaqbooliyat’ (Opposition, 
Dismissive, Accusatory). ‘Beghairto’, ‘Laanat’, ‘Buhat 
loot liya London mai bethay bethay’, 
‘Chorichupanenikle ho’ (Abusive, Accusatory, 
Condemning). And, ‘Allah watan per rehamfarmaye’, 
‘Oskizananioskinahisunti’, ‘Ghulamiaurlaachari’ 
(Disappointment, Misogyny, Opposition).  

Similarly, in the case of the ‘political narrative’ 
propagated through the PPP Facebook page the 
predominant themes included words/codes such as; 
Next Prime Minister, Jiye Bhutto, Looking towards PPP, 
best wishes, Great chairman etc. Here, the ‘public 
response’ is neutral and mixed from a point of 
supporting Bilawal Bhutto to the point of criticizing the 
then PM Mr Imran Khan and vice versa. For instance, 
‘public response’ in favour of Mr. Bilawal Bhutto 
contained themes in terms of words/codes such as; Next 
PM, Jiye Bhutto, JiyeBilawal Bhutto, Great speech, PPP, 
‘PPP zindabad’, ‘Jeetaapkihogee’, ‘jiyeshehzadabilawal’, 
(Support for Bilawal Bhutto). On the other hand, 
criticism, opposition and abusive language against 
Bilawal Bhutto appeared in words/codes such as; PPP 
not in good health please look after, selected ‘khatputli’, 

we do hope he runs like a rat, ‘JiyeBilawal Bhutto’, Why 
are you acting cowardly, (sarcasms and mockeries). In 
the same way, the ‘public response’ in favour of Mr 
Imran Khan contained themes in terms of words/codes 
such as; Led us to World Cup victory, Involvement of 
big hands, the speaker must follow constitutional law, 
opposition ‘chorchor’, ‘PTI zindabad’, Imran Khan’s 
photos, emojis supporting PMIK, (Support for the then 
PM Mr Imran Khan). On the other hand, criticism, 
opposition and abusive language against Mr Imran 
Khan appeared in words/codes such as; ‘Bhikari’, 
‘Yahoodi’, ‘Ya Allah hume Imran bhikari se bacha, 
yahoodi se bacha le’, avoid tabling no confidence notion, 
can’t run forever, no sportsman spirit, cannot face defeat 
with grace, will go down like a rat on a sinking ship, 
(criticism, opposition and abusive language against the 
then PM Mr Imran Khan).  

In a nutshell, drawing on the findings of the detailed 
and careful thematic analysis of the data under study, 
the researcher can conclude that the ‘political narrative’ 
of the PTI is more reflected in the ‘public response’ 
regarding the 'regime change' in Pakistan as compared 
to the ‘political narrative’ of the PML-N and PPP. 
Similarly, the ‘public response’ is more matched and 3 
remains supportive of the ‘political narrative’ of the PTI 
as compared to the ‘political narrative’ of the PML-N 
and PPP. The ‘political narrative’ of the PML-N received 
the least of the public approval and the ‘public response’ 
overwhelmingly opposed and rejected PML-N’s 
‘political narrative’. However, the PPP’s ‘political 
narrative’ received a mix of and neutral ‘public 
response’. Therefore, the researcher can claim that social 
media platforms have become exponentially significant 
sources for spreading political narratives in today's 
Pakistan. Politicians and activists in Pakistan take to 
social media to share their opinions, agendas, 
manifestos, ideologies and narratives. However, the 
target audience contrary to the conventional media 
consumers is not only the passive receivers rather they 
are active respondents. The social media respondents in 
Pakistan have their own say and they develop their own 
responses and narratives. 
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