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Abstract: Recidivism refers to the tendency of a person who has been released from prison to re-offend

and return to prison. It is often measured by the percentage of individuals who are re-arrested, re-

convicted, or re-incarcerated within a certain period of time after their release from prison. This study

aims to identify the predictors of criminal recidivism in District Swabi. Data pertaining Ex-inmates’

data was collected through interviews. Social stigma, unemployment, lack of reintegration, personal

distress, violent prisoner, drug abuse, and lack of educational facilities were found to have effects on

criminal recidivism, as the respondents revealed based on their experiences, and it is also revealed that

such predictors if experienced, can lead to further reoffending. Various strategies have been proposed

to address recidivism, including providing education and job training programs for prisoners.
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Introduction

Recidivism refers to the tendency of a person
who has been released from prison to re-offend
and return to prison. It is often measured by the
percentage of individuals who are re-arrested, re-
convicted, or re-incarcerated within a certain
period of time after their release from prison.
Moreover, recidivism is a complex issue that can
be influenced by various factors, including the
individual's history of criminal behavior, the
severity of their initial offense, the effectiveness
of the criminal justice system in rehabilitating
offenders, and their

social and economic

circumstances upon release from prison (Loeffler
, & Nagin, 2022; Durose, & Antenangeli, 2021).
In addition, the risk that an offender would
commit another crime is one of the most critical
elements evaluated while determining treatment
and rehabilitation options. The prediction of
recidivism  is  essential for  enhancing
rehabilitation decision-making, choosing who
should get parole and what sort of monitoring is
required, as giving an
measurement of programme efficacy (Toch,
1978). The

represents repeated attempts to extract elements

well as instant

recidivism  research literature
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that differentiate between recidivists and non-
recidivists, as well as efforts to increase the
accuracy of prediction algorithms as a foundation
for criminal justice judgments.

Rearrests, reconviction, incarceration, parole
revocation, rearrests or incarceration as an adult,
or reconviction for a felony or severe crime are
all examples of juvenile recidivism. Recidivism is
frequently dichotomized into recidivists and
non-recidivists. This definition does not consider
the seriousness of the act, therefore a person who
skips school and violates parole may be labelled
the same as a murderer. Sellin and Wolfgang
(1964) used parole violation, misdemeanor, and
felony outcomes to quantify offending severity.
This strategy distinguishes outcomes but needs
more extensive analysis than simple dichotomies
(Kerr, 1982). Prediction studies need criteria
specification. Holland et al. (1983) observed a
failure rate of 10-57% depending on which of
the six recidivism categories was used. Criterion
measurements may  also  indicate law
enforcement practices or issues with official
measures rather than re-offense rates. Recidivism
studies have follow-up periods of a few months
to 10 years. A murderer who commits a second
crime seven months after a six-month follow-up
study will not be labelled a recidivist. Hence, "at
risk" time duration affects study results,

specifically recidivism rates.

Knowing recidivism variables helps predict

future crime. Predispostional factors
(demographic and criminal history variables
including sex, race, and age at first arrest) and

(personality factors, length of

employment, and family relationships) have

researchers

isolated environmental or therapeutic variables.
Risk is a likelihood that may be attributed to an
individual based on actual experience with
comparable groups. Risk statements have success
and mistake rates. If 60% of male juvenile thieves
reoffend, 40% will not. If these rates are applied
to a parolee with a 60% likelihood of recidivism,
the forecast will be inaccurate 40% of the time
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(Kerr, 1982). Correctional management worries
about the risk prediction false positives and
negatives. "False positives" are non-recidivists
anticipated to become recidivists, whereas "false
negatives" are those who became recidivists. If
risk parole
administrators must worry about false negatives

forecasts  impact decisions,
(parolees committing crimes in the community)
and false positives (delinquents denied release
who would not have reoffended if released).
Predicting a low probability of occurrence leads
to many false positives (Monahan, 1981). To
first
population's base rate of recidivism (Ohlin and
Duncan, 1949). Base rates do not predict
recidivism, but they may be used to assess

evaluate prediction 7, estimate the

rehabilitation therapy efficacy by comparing
post-treatment  recidivism  rates to  the
population's base rate. Base rates may help
evaluate prediction system efficiency. Risk
groupings complicate prediction accuracy
calculations (Kerr, 1982). "Mean Cost Rating" is
the most prevalent metric for risk group
separation and recidivism rates (Duncan. Ohlin,
Reiss and Stanton, 1953). Prediction systems that
outperform chance are valued. With a 10%
recidivism base rate, predicting a non-recidivist
is 90% accurate. A prediction system with less
than 90% accuracy cannot contribute at this base
rate. High or low-base rate populations make
forecasting accuracy harder (Kerr, 1982). Most
predictor systems are evaluated retroactively by
applying the forecast to a known derivation
sample. Applying the forecast to a fresh or
"validation" sample of the target population
proves The
maximises chance correlations, reducing the

accuracy. deviation  sample

accuracy rate in a validation sample (Kerr, 1982).

Recidivism refers to the tendency of
individuals who have been released from prison
or jail to reoffend and return to incarceration.
Drug abuse, on the other hand, refers to the use
of drugs in a way that is harmful to the
individual's health or well-being. These two
issues are often interconnected, as drug abuse is a
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common factor in recidivism. Drug abuse can
lead to criminal behavior, as individuals may
commit crimes in order to obtain drugs or money
to buy drugs. Additionally, drug addiction can
impair judgment and increase the likelihood of
engaging in risky or illegal behavior. When
individuals with a history of drug abuse are
released from prison or jail, they may struggle to
stay sober and avoid relapse, which can increase
their risk of recidivism. Addressing drug abuse is
therefore an important part of reducing
recidivism. Treatment programs that address
drug addiction and provide support for
individuals in recovery can help reduce the
likelihood of relapse and improve the chances of
successful reentry into society. Additionally,
addressing the underlying issues that contribute
to drug abuse, such as poverty, trauma, and
mental health disorders, can also help reduce
recidivism rates. (Jaffe, Du, Huang & Hser, 2012;
Pearson & Lipton, 1999). .Recidivism and
unemployment are also interconnected issues.
Individuals who have been incarcerated often
face significant barriers to finding employment
after their release, which can increase their risk of
returning to criminal behavior and recidivism.
The stigma of a criminal record can make it
difficult for individuals to find jobs, as many
employers are hesitant to hire individuals with a
history of incarceration. In addition, a lack of
education, job skills, and work experience can
make it challenging for individuals to compete in
the job market. These barriers can lead to high
rates of unemployment among individuals who
have been released from prison, which in turn
the likelihood

Addressing unemployment is therefore an

can increase of recidivism.
important part of reducing recidivism. Programs
that provide job training, education, and
employment opportunities can help individuals
acquire the skills and experience they need to find
stable employment and avoid returning to
criminal behavior. In addition, policies that
support fair hiring practices and reduce
discrimination against individuals with criminal

Vol. V, No. I (2022)

records can help break down barriers to
employment and reduce
(Siwach, 2018; Bowen, 2020).

recidivism  rates

Recidivism  and  marriage are also
interconnected in various ways. Marriage can
provide individuals with a stable support system
and a sense of belonging, which can reduce their
likelihood of returning to criminal behavior and
ultimately reduce recidivism. Research has
shown that married individuals are less likely to
reoffend than their unmarried counterparts. This
may be due to a range of factors, such as increased
social support, financial stability, and a sense of
responsibility to their partner and family.
Additionally, marriage can provide a motivating
factor for individuals to change their behavior
and avoid returning to criminal activity. For
example, individuals who are motivated to be
positive role model for their spouses and children
may be more likely to make positive changes in
their lives and avoid criminal behavior. However,
it is important to note that marriage is not a
guaranteed solution to reducing recidivism. It is
also possible for a marriage to be a source of stress
and conflict, which can exacerbate existing
problems and potentially lead to criminal
behavior. Overall, while marriage can play a
positive role in reducing recidivism, it is
important to address the underlying issues that
contribute to criminal behavior, such as
substance abuse, mental health disorders, and lack
of employment opportunities (Kendler, et., al

2017).

Recidivism and social stigma are closely
connected issues. Social stigma refers to the
negative attitudes and beliefs that society holds
towards individuals who have been incarcerated,
which can create significant barriers to successful
reentry into society and increase the likelihood of
recidivism. The stigma of a criminal record can
make it difficult for individuals to find housing,
employment, and educational opportunities, as
well as to build positive relationships with family
and friends. This can lead to social isolation,
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which in turn can increase the likelihood of
returning to criminal behavior. Social stigma can
also contribute to a lack of support and resources
for individuals who have been incarcerated, as
many people view them as undeserving of
assistance or second chances. This can make it
difficult for individuals to access the help they
need to address underlying issues such as
substance abuse, mental health disorders, and
trauma, which can increase the likelihood of
recidivism. Addressing social stigma is therefore
an important part of reducing recidivism. This
can involve increasing awareness and education
about the challenges that individuals who have
been incarcerated face, as well as advocating for
policies and programs that support successful
reentry into society. Providing resources such as
job training, mental health services, and
substance abuse treatment can also help
individuals overcome the challenges they face
and avoid returning to criminal behavior.
Additionally, creating supportive and inclusive
communities that welcome individuals who have
been incarcerated can help break down the
stigma and reduce the likelihood of recidivism.
and
interconnected issues. Education can play a key

Recidivism education  are  also
role in reducing recidivism by providing
individuals with the skills, knowledge, and
confidence they need to successfully reintegrate
into society and avoid returning to criminal
behavior. Research has shown that individuals
who participate in educational programs while
incarcerated have lower rates of recidivism than
those who do not. Education can help individuals
develop critical thinking skills, improve their
communication and problem-solving abilities,
and increase their employability. In addition,
education can provide individuals with a sense of
purpose and motivation to make positive changes
in their lives and avoid criminal behavior.
accessing
challenging for individuals who have been

However, education can be

incarcerated, as many lack the financial resources,
educational background, and support system
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needed to pursue educational opportunities.
Additionally, many correctional facilities do not
provide adequate educational programs or
resources to support individuals in pursuing their
educational goals. Addressing these barriers to
education is therefore an important part of
reducing recidivism. Providing funding and
resources for educational programs, both inside
and outside of correctional facilities, can help
individuals develop the skills and knowledge they
need to succeed. In addition, providing support
for individuals as they transition from
incarceration to the community, such as through
mentoring and tutoring programs, can help them
continue their education and build a brighter
future. This present study was carried out with

the following objectives;

Objectives

*  To know about the factors responsible for
recidivist behavior among ex-prisoners in
the study area.

* To put forward recommendations for
reducing the recidivist behavior among
ex-prisoners.

Methodology

Thus, this section will go through the research
design, the population of the study, the sampling
and sample size of the study, the tool for data
collection, data analysis. A quantitative research
design was adopted for the current study. For this
purpose, an interview schedule was developed to
gather information from respondents in face-to-
face interaction. District Jail Swabi was selected
as the universe of the study. For the present study,
30 criminals from the District Jail Swabi were
randomly selected as a sample of the study. The
survey made on a Likert scale was utilized to
gather primary data from the respondents. A
well-structured interview schedule was adopted
to  portray study
respondents. was

information from the
The schedule
pretested before data collection to avoid any

interview
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repetition and ambiguity in the interview
schedule or to add any important question. The
collected data was entered in SPSS and for

Result and Discussion

analysis of data simple frequencies and

percentages, distribution was applied.

Table 1. Shows the Frequency and Percentage Distribution of Questions.

S.No Statement

Agree

Disagree Neutral Percentages

Unemployment is a cause of
1 recidivist behaviour among ex-
prisoner
Recidivism among ex-convicts is
influenced by social stigma.
Violent prisoners effect the
behaviour of other prisoner.
Ex-convict recidivism is a result
of personal distress
Drug misuse causes recidivism in
5 formerly incarcerated
individuals.
The recidivism of ex-offenders
6 caused by their family's criminal
past.
In jail Inadequate, educational
7 facilities contribute to the
recidivism of former inmates.
Ex-prisoners' recidivist
8 behaviour is affected by a lack of
Re-integration.

27(90.00%)

29(96.66%)
27(90.00%)

26(86.66%)

28(93.33%)

11(36.66%)

12(40.00%)

18(60%)

13.33%)  2(6.66%)  30(100%)

1(3.33%)  0(0.00%)  30(100%)

2(6.66%)  1(3.33%)  30(100%)

3(10.0%)  1(3.33%)  30(100%)

13.33%)  1(3.33%)  30(100%)

15(50.00%)  4(13.33%)  30(100%)

10(33.33%)  8(26.66%)  30(100%)

5(16.66%)  7(23.33%)  30(100%)

The findings of the study shows that almost
all of the respondents (90.0%) were strongly
agreed with the statement that unemployment is
a cause of recidivist behaviour among Ex-
Prisoners. This can be attributed to the fact that
Unemployment can be a contributing factor to
recidivism, as individuals who are unable to find
stable employment after their release from prison
may be more likely to return to criminal activity
supporting
Unemployment can also lead to financial
instability and difficulty meeting basic needs,

which can increase stress levels and lead to mental

as a means of themselves.

health issues, both of which can increase the risk
of recidivism. Moreover, (96.66%) were strongly

Vol. V, No. I (2022)

agreed with the statement that social stigma is the
factor of recidivist behaviour of ex-prisoners. It
could be in line with the fact that Social stigma
can be a contributing factor to recidivism, as
individuals who have been involved in the
criminal justice system may face discrimination
and negative attitudes from others in their
community, which can make it difficult for them
to reintegrate into society and lead productive
lives. This social isolation and rejection can lead
to a sense of hopelessness and despair, which can
increase the likelihood of recidivism. In addition,
most of the respondents (90.0%) strongly agreed
with the statement that violent prisoners effect
the behaviour of other prisoners. Likewise,
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(93.33%) were strongly agree with the statement
that personal distress cause recidivist behaviour of
ex-prisoner.Besides, more than half of the
participants (60%) were strongly agreed with the
statement that lack of Reintegration is a factor of
the recidivist behaviour of Ex-Prisoners. Re-
integration is a crucial factor in reducing
When
individuals are released from prison, they face a

recidivism  among  ex-prisoners.
number of challenges in re-establishing their
lives and re-entering society. These challenges
can include finding housing, obtaining
employment, accessing healthcare and social
services, and reconnecting with family and

community.

Conclusion and Recommendation

This empirical study was conducted in District
Swabi. In this study, several primary constructs
were used as predictors of recidivism in the
criminal justice system (unemployment, lack of
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reintegration, personal distress, violent prisoner,
and social stigma). Findings of the study disclosed
that, unemployment, lack of reintegration,
personal distress, revenge, violent prisoner,
prison, stigma are proven to have a positive effect
towards recidivism. Based on study findings the

present study recommend that law and
enforcement agencies of Pakistan should
implement  strict laws against Recidivist

Prisoners. Likewise, public awareness should be
brought into society through different activities
like seminars, conferences, social media, etc. to
stop Recidivist or Criminal behavior. Besides,
employment opportunities should be providing
to the local people which is alternately reduce
recidivism behaviour because of their poverty
and living conditions. By providing support and
resources to ex-prisoners, we can help to reduce
the risk of recidivism and promote successful
reintegration into society. This, in turn, can help
to improve public safety and reduce the societal
costs associated with repeat criminal behavior.

Global Anthropological Studies Review (GASR)



Sociodemographic Factors Contributing to Youth Recidivism; A Case Study of District Swabi

References

Apel, R., & Sweeten, G. (2010). The Impact of
Incarceration on Employment during the
Transition to Adulthood. Social
Problems, 573), 448-479.
https://doi.org/10.1525/sp.2010.57.3.448.

Avery, B., & Hernandez, P. (2017, August
1). National Employment Law Project.
http://www.nelp.org/publication/ban-the-
box-fair-chance-hiring-state-and-local-
guide/

Becker, H. S. (1963). Outsiders: Studies in the
sociology of deviance. NY, New York:
The Free Press.

Berg, M. T., & Huebner, B. M. (2011). Reentry
and the Ties That Bind: an Examination of
Social Ties, Employment, and
Recidivism. Justice Quarterly, 28(2), 382-
410.
https://doi.org/lo.1080/07418825.2010.49
8383

Bowen Jr, D. E. (2020). The impact of
unemployment and poverty on recidivism

in West Virginia: a quantitative gna]ysis.
Doctoral Northcentral
University.

Bushway, S. D., & Apel, R. (2012). A Signaling

Employment-Based
Reentry Programming. C'rjmino]ogy &
Public Policy, 11(1), 21-50.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1745-
9133.2012.00786.x.

Cook, P. J., Kang, S., Braga, A. A., Ludwig, |.,
& O’Brien, M. E. (2014). An Experimental
Evaluation of a
Employment—Oriented Prisoner Re-entry
Program. Journal of Quantitative
Criminology, 31(3), 355-382.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-014-9242-
5.

Daly, K. (1992). Women’s pathways to felony
court: feminist theories of lawbreaking and
problems  of
California Review of Law and Women's

dissertation,

Perspective on

Comprehensive

representation. Southern

Vol. V, No. I (2022)

Studies, 1),
hetp://hdLhandle.net/10072/386914.

Denver, M., Siwach, G., & Bushway, S. D.
(2017). A New Look at the Employment
and Recidivism Relationship Through the
Lens of a Criminal Background
Check. Criminology, 55(1), 174-204.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9125.12130.

Durose, M. R., & Antenangeli, L. (2021).
Recidivism of prisoners released in 34 states
in 2012: A 5 year follow-up period (2012
2017). Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice
Statistics.

Durose, M. R., Cooper, A. D., Snyder, H. N., &
Statisticians, B. (2014). BJS Special Report
Recidivism of Prisoners Released in 30
States in 2005: Patterns from 2005 to 2010.
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/rprts
05p0510.pdf.

Fagan, A. A. (2015). Sociological Explanations
of the Gender Gap in Offending. In K. M.
Beaver, J. C. Barnes, & B. B. Boutwell
(Eds.), The
Debate in Criminology: On the Origins of
Criminal Behavior and Criminality. SAGE
Publications Inc.

Fagan, J., & Freeman, R. B. (1999). Crime and
Work. Crime and Justice, 25, 225-290.
https://doi.org/10.1086/449290.

Jaffe, A, Du, J., Huang, D., & Hser, Y.-I. (2012).
Drug-abusing offenders with comorbid

Problem  severity,
treatment participation, and
recidivism. Journal of Substance Abuse
Treatment, 43(2), 244-250.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsat.2011.12.002.

Kendler, K. S., Lonn, S. L., Sundquist, J., &
Sundquist, K. (2017). The role of marriage
in criminal recidivism: a longitudinal and

11-52.

Nurture  Versus  Biosocial

mental  disorders:

co-relative  analysis. Epidemiology — and
Psychiatric  Sciences, 26(6),  655-663.
https://doi.org/lo.1017/5204579601600064
0.

Lageson, S., & Uggen, C. (2013). How work

affects crime and crime affects work over

Page | 35



the life course. In C. L. Gibson, &
M. D. Krohm (Eds.), Handbook of lite
course criminology: Emerging trends and
directions for future research (pp. 201-212).
New York, NY: Springer.

Laub, J., & Sampson, R. (2003). Shared
beginnings, divergent lives: Delinquent
boys to age 70. Boston: Harvard University
Press.

Link, N. W., & Roman, C. G. (2016).
Longitudinal Associations among Child
Support  Debr,
Recidivism after Prison. The Sociological
Quarterly, 58(1), 140-160.
https://doi.org/lo.1080/00380253.2016.12
46892.

Liu, S. (2014). Is the Shape of the Age-Crime
Curve Invariant by Sex? Evidence from a
National Sample with Flexible Non-
parametric Modeling. Journal of
Quantitative Criminology, 31(1), 93-123.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-014-9225-
6.

Loeffler, C. E., & Nagin, D. S. (2021). The

Employment,  and

Impact of Incarceration on
Recidivism. Annual Review of
Criminology, 5(1), 133-152.

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-criminol-
030920-112506.

Pearson, F. S., & Lipton, D. S. (1999). A Meta-
Analytic Review of the Effectiveness of
Corrections-Based Treatments for Drug
Abuse. The Prison Journal, 794), 384-410.
https://doi.org/lo.l177/00328 8559907900
4003.

Ramakers, A., Nieuwbeerta, P., Van Wilsem, J.,
& Dirkzwager, A. (2016). Not Just Any Job
Will Do: A Study on Employment
Characteristics and Recidivism Risks After
Release. /nternational Journal of Offender
Therapy and Comparative
Criminology, 61(16), 1795-1818.
https://doi.org/lo.l177/0306624X16636141

Page | 36

Afzal Ahmad

Raphael, S. (2007). The Impact of Incarceration
on the Employment Outcomes of Former
Inmates: Policy Options for
Fostering  Self-Sufficiency ~ and ~ an
Assessment of the Cost-Effectiveness of
Current Corrections Po/z'cy. Institute for
Research on Poverty Working Conference:
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~raphael/rapha
el%20july%202007.pdf.

Redcross, C., Millenky, M., Rudd, T., &
Levshin, V. (2012). More than a_job: Final
results from the evaluation of the Center
for Employment Opportunities (CEO)
transitional  jobs  program. New  York:
MDRC.

Siwach, G. (2018). Unemployment shocks for
individuals on the margin: Exploring
recidivism effects. Labour Economics, 52,
231-244.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.labeco.2018.02.00
1.

Skardhamar, T., & Savolainen, J. (2014).
Changes in Criminal Offending around the
Time of Job Entry: A Study of Employment
and Desistance. Criminology, 522), 263-
291. hetps://doi.org/10.1111/1745-
9125.12037.

Skardhamar, T., & Telle, K. (2012). Post-release
Employment  and

Recidivism  in
Norway. Journal of Quantitative
Criminology, 28(4), 629-649.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10940-012-9166-

X.

Uggen, C. (1999). Ex-Offenders and the
Conformist Alternative: A Job Quality
Model of Work and Crime. Socia/
Problems, 46(1), 127-151.
https://doi.org/10.2307/3097165.

Uggen, C., Wakefield, S., & Western, B. (2005).
Work and Family Perspectives on
Reentry. Prisoner Reentry and Crime in
America, 209-243.
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo978051181358
0.008.

Global Anthropological Studies Review (GASR)



Sociodemographic Factors Contributing to Youth Recidivism; A Case Study of District Swabi

Van Der Geest, V. R,, Bijleveld, C. C. J. H., & and Unemployment on Serious Offending
Blokland, A. A. J. (2011). The Effects of in a High-Risk Sample of Men and Women
Employment on Longitudinal Trajectories from Ages 18 to 32 in the
of Offending: A Follow-up of High-Risk Netherlands. British Journal of
Youth from 18 to 32 Years of Criminology, 525), 845-869.
Age. Criminology, 4%4), 1195-1234. https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azs023.
https://doi.org/10.1111/].1745- Western, B., & Beckett, K. (1999). How
9125.2011.00247.x. Unregulated Is the U.S. Labor Market? The

Van Der Geest, V. R., Bijleveld, C. C. J. H,, Penal System as a Labor Market
Blokland, A. A. J., & Nagin, D. S. (2014). Institution. American Journal of
The Effects of Incarceration on Sociology, 104(4), 1030-1060.
Longitudinal Trajectories of https://doi.org/10.1086/210135.
Employment. Crime & Western, B., Kling, J. R., & Weiman, D. F.
Delinquency, 62(1), 107-140. (2001). The Labor Market Consequences of
https://doi.org/lO.l177/001112871351919 Incarceration. Crime &
6. Delinquency, 473), 410-427.

Verbruggen, J., Blokland, A. A. J., & van der https://doi.org/10.1177/001112870104700
Geest, V. R. (2012). Effects of Employment 3007.

Vol. V, No. I (2022) Page | 37





